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receipts to head-quarters as soon as they exceed a certain sum. He has to take charge of the effects of absentees and of those who die without heirs, and must report the circumstance to the governor. He is required to make a monthly report on the condition of the people, the market price of goods, and all occurrences of interest.
Every considerable town was in the charge of a magistrate styled the kotwal? who was the head of the police and supervised all branches of the local administration. Outside the towns there was no regular police force, but the villages had their hereditary watchmen. Apart from the magistrates justice was administered by a court, composed of an officer named the mlr-adl ('lord of justice') and a kasi learned in the Muham-madan law. The latter conducted the trial and stated the law; the former, who appears to have been the superior officer, passed judgement.
Aurangzeb, the sixth of the Tlmflr dynasty, was the last of the great emperors of Delhi. His bigotry did much to undo the work of Akbar's wise and tolerant policy, and his reign witnessed the rise of the Mar&thH power* On his death, in 1707, the empire of the Mughals fell into disorder and decay and, after a, period of universal strife, was replaced by the empire of the British.
The history of British India falls, as observed by Sir C, P. Periods ia Ilbert in his Government of India^ into three periods. From the beginning of the seventeenth to the middle of the eighteenth century the East India Company is a trading corporation, existing on the sufferance of the native powers and in rivalry with the merchant companies of Holland and France, During the next century the Company acquires and consolidates its dominion, shares its sovereignty in increasing proportions with the Crown, and gradually loses its mercantile privileges and functions. After the Mutiny of 1857 the remaining powers of the Company are transferred to the Crown, and then follows an era of peace in which India awakens to new life and progress* It is not the function of the present chapter to enter into the details of this history* But political institutions cannot be rightly understood without some study of their growth 5 and in India the development of the administrative system has followed so closely the course of territorial acquisition that it will be necessary to pass in brief review the salient incidents of the rise of British power,
On September 34, 1599, a few years before the deaths Quein Elwbeth and Akfoar, the merchants of London resolved